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The Technical Subcommittee on Describing Archives: A Content Standard (TS-DACS) has had a good year. TS-DACS is responsible for overseeing the timely and ongoing intellectual and technical maintenance and development of Describing Archives: A Content Standard (DACS). This report covers the period August 2013-July 2014.

The major accomplishment of TS-DACS this year was the production of an online version of the second edition of Describing Archives: A Content Standard that is available at http://www2.archivists.org/standards/DACS. The subcommittee also began discussions on revising the existing DACS workshop and creating new workshops. The revised DACS workshop has been offered 3 times during this reporting cycle. 

During the report year, the subcommittee proposed placing DACS on a continuous revision cycle and submitted proposed changes to the TS-DACS charge and membership terms to the Standards Committee. These proposals were accepted by the Standards Committee and ratified by the SAA Council. The new rotating membership appointments began in July 2014 and are indicated below. Another appointment was made to complete the term of Sibyl Schaefer who resigned in May 2014 to become a member of SAA’s Digital Archives Specialist subcommittee.
TS-DACS Membership

Service 2010-2014

Mary Lacy
Sibyl Schaefer (Rockefeller Archive Center)

Service, 2010-2015
J. Gordon Daines III (Brigham Young University), chair
Claudia Thompson (University of Wyoming)

Service 2014-2015

Cynthia Harbeson (Appalachian State University)—new appointee (completing Sibyl Schaefer’s appointment; eligible for reappointment)

Service 2010-2016

Hillel Arnold (New York University)

Jacqueline Dean (University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill)

Service 2014-2017

Elise Dunham (University of Connecticut)—New appointee

Maureen Callahan (Yale University)—New appointee
Ex Officio Members

Lisa Miller (Standards Committee co-chair)

Dan Santamaria (Standards Committee co-chair)

Revision of the charge of the Technical Subcommittee on Describing Archives: A Content Standard (DACS)
At the annual meeting in New Orleans in August 2013, TS-DACS met to discuss the proposed changes to the charge for TS-DACS and the revision cycle of DACS. SAA Council had previously reviewed the proposed changes and submitted feedback for TS-DACS to consider. This feedback was reviewed at the in-person meeting and appropriate changes were made to the TS-DACS charge and the proposed TS-DACS Procedures Manual. The committee also discussed a proposal to commission a work to be called Implementing DACS. TS-DACS agreed that this was a good idea and commissioned Cory Nimer of Brigham Young University to author the work. Nimer is currently working with the SAA Publications Board on the publication. TS-DACS also reviewed the work being done on the online version of DACS. The second edition of Describing Archives: A Content Standard was released as a publically accessible website (http://www2.archivists.org/standards/DACS) in November 2013. 
TS-DACS meeting Minutes

New Orleans, LA

14 August 2013

Attending: Claudia Thompson, Mary Lacy, Gordon Daines, Jackie Dean, Hillel Arnold, Sibyl Schaefer, Cory Nimer, several visitors (Matt Black, Bill Landis, Tim Pyatt)

I. Change to TS-DACS charge and rotation of membership

a. Reviewed the proposed change to the TS-DACS charge. Council has requested a minor change and will then approve the change. TS-DACS will become a standing committee with rotating members and DACS will be placed on a continuous review cycle.

b. Reviewed rotation of members to transition to the new subcommittee structure: 2014 (Kate Bowers, Mary Lacy), 2015 (Gordon Daines, Claudia Thompson, Sibyl Schaefer), 2016 (Hillel Arnold, Jackie Dean).

c. Gordon announced that Kate Bowers has resigned her membership on TS-DACS to accept a position on the Standards Committee.

d. Once Council approves the TS-DACS charge change, then the archival community will need to be notified of how to submit change proposals for DACS. It was suggested that an article be done for Archival Outlook.
II. Educational Outreach

a. Publications

i. Cory Nimer has completed an outline for Implementing DACS and is working with Chris Prom to make sure the product meets the Publications Board’s needs. Hopes to start writing in early September and have a draft done by December/January and the final product done by April/May 2014. Will be taking the EAD3 revision into account.

b. Workshops 

i. MARC according to DACS

1. Revision is about halfway done

2. Looking at DACS guidelines and RDA guidelines and how they operate together

ii. DACS 

1. The workshop has been taught twice and has gone well.

2. Emphasizing rules in Part II

3. Workshop is meant to be output neutral

4. Interest from participants in understanding how to use DACS to describe electronic records

iii. Processing Manual workshop (how to develop a processing manual including a discussion of how to implement DACS)

1. Online course that occurs over 4 weeks

2. Makes us of a virtual study group

iv. Possible workshops to develop

1. Part II workshop

Other meetings
No other meetings were held during this reporting period. The bulk of our work was carried out via email.
